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January 2015

Mile High Polymer Clay 
Guild

Happy holidays ladies and Stan,

Our fantastic holiday recovery party is 
coming up next month.  Be sure to bring 
items for the auction.  This is our biggest 
fundraiser of the year and helps us pay for 
the spring retreat and drawings for free 
classes. 

I now have a new and larger studio but 
still haven’t moved all my stuff from the 
old studio.  Strangely enough the new 
studio is full and the old studio looks full 
as well.  I have been fairly productive, 
enough that I started to worry about what 
I was going to do with everything I make.  
I’ve included two pictures of my recent 
work.  In the photo with the cat pins, you 
can see the feet of my studio assistant 
Sweet Pea.  She likes to include her paw 
texture on clay surfaces and of course her 
fur as an inclusion.

The cat pins were an opportunity to try a 
variety of styles.  I used textures, canes, 
sculpting, and silkscreen on these guys.  I 
also have one waiting for a Swellegant 
treatment.  Another great way to try out 
styles is with bottles of hope.  Those have 
the added bonus of providing a special gift 
for someone battling cancer.  

I went back to the Julie Picarello style of 
mokume gane to get a series of big pieces 
such as the one shown.  I matched it with a 
heavy gold chain which I think balances 
the size of the piece which I call “Big 
Honking Necklace”.  Unfortunately, I didn’t 
have my Lucy Clay Slicer yet but it’s ready 
for the next mokume stack. I hope to see 
all y’all next year.

	 	 Clare

THE 
PRESIDENT’S 
ADDRESS:
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Now all the presents are opened and the Christmas tree is bare, but not a worry to have…as 
the next Celebration is just around the corner. 

On Saturday, January 24, 2015 the polymer clay makers will gather and celebrate a 
wonderful holiday time.   There will be delicious food and surprises to open with a silent 
auction for desires of your heart. 

The hall will be decorated to put you in the spirit of the holiday once again. You each are 
invited to attend this affair of smiles, laughter and hugs all around…..

Please wrap a special gift of $15 value that is related to clay.  You will go home with a clay 
tool, or gadget that you just did not know you could love until now…….

Items for donation to the silent auction are needed.  All funds raised from this auction will 
support our clay guild activities in the year to come…. So save up some extra dollars to 
participate in the sale.  There will be beautiful pieces and items too hard to resist….

THE RECOVERY PARTY...COME IN FOR A 
GREAT TIME!!!!....

When:  Saturday, January 24, 2015
Time:  10:00am to 3:00 pm
Where:  Lochwood Christian Fellowship
                1354 S. Union Blvd.

What To Bring:  

Last Name A to E:  Salad Dish  to excite the taste buds
Last Name F to M:  A warm and savory Side Dish to accompany our turkey and ham.
Last Name N to Z:  Sweet Desserts
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Exploring the Rainbow 
with Tina Holdman

COLOR RECIPE COLLECTION #36--- Light Midtone Variety 
Palette

As many of you probably have noticed, I tend to prefer more 
saturated colors.  I am not a pastels kind of woman, but I noticed I do 
not have many pastels offered in my recipe collections.  While 
technically, a person could add white or ecru to most any of the 
collection recipes, some of the resulting colors are nice and some not 
so much.  

Many of these colors are midtones, but still much lighter than my 
usual color preferences.  These colors remind of Spring, and are 
really nice when used as contrast with darker colors.  They are also a 
good stand alone palette and the colors blending together nicely.  

Premo colors you will need to mix this collection are: Turquoise, 
Ultramarine, Blush, Alizarin Crimson, Candy, White, Purple, Denim, 
Ecru, Cadmium Yellow, Orange, Rhino Gray and Burnt Umber.

#1 Dusty Raspberry
10 parts Premo White
5 parts Premo Alizarin 
Crimson
4 parts Premo Turquoise
2 parts Premo Blush
2 parts Premo Ultramarine

#2 Midtone Orchid
4 parts Premo White
3 parts Premo Blush
2 parts Premo Purple 
2 parts Premo Turquoise

#3 Light Midtone 
Periwinkle
4 parts Premo White
2 parts Premo Denim
1 part Premo Ultramarine 

#4 Midtone Mint
1 part Premo White
1 part Premo Turquoise
1 part Premo Ecru

#5 Light Midtone Buttercup 
3 parts Premo White
2 parts Premo Sunshine
1 part Premo Ecru
1 part Premo Cadmium Yellow
Ɖ part Premo Orange

#6 Light Midtone Taupe
1 part Premo White
1 part Premo Burnt Umber
1 part Premo Rhino Gray
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THE FALL RETREAT- “MAKE 
IT AND TAKE IT”

 Looks like a lot of fun projects were completed or worked on at the Make it and Take it event held on 
November 7 & 8, 2014.  Members had fun creating new artwork and completing projects in the process. A 
fun time was had by all!!  The photos here were taken by Tina Gugeler.  Thanks, Tina!! 
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Laura 
Schiller’s 

Kaleidoscope 
Cane 

Workshop
When: April 18, 2015 (9am-5/6pm)

Where: Lochwood Christian Fellowship
Cost of the Workshop:  $75.00 per person

This one day (members only) class will focus on creating kaleidoscope patterns in polymer 
clay.  It will highlight being able to predict and recreate kaleidoscope cane patterns.  These 
canes will then be used in covering eggs.  So, everyone will get the chance to cover an egg!!

Laura will be providing paper hand outs on her method, the boards, and eggs needed for the 
class.  She asks that members have their clay conditioned before class and even some simple 
canes created ahead of time.  She also suggests using Kato clay for this class, but the other 
clays can work too.  Make sure you have contrasting colored clays to make your kaleidoscope 
canes.

Laura is planning on also bringing her own “recipe boards” and her cane work which she will 
be putting up for sale at the class if anyone is interested.  You can reserve your spot in the 
class with postdating your check for April 1, 2015. And if you have any questions on the class, 
contact Sue Mueller at  suemuellersmail@aol.com.  

Name: ______________________________________
Email: ______________________________________
	
Laura’s Kaleidoscope Egg Workshop
One day workshop $75.00 for members______
Send check made payable to MHPCG to:   Susan Mueller	
                                                                               20 W Ranch Trail
                                                                               Morrison, CO  80465

mailto:suemuellersmail@aol.com
mailto:suemuellersmail@aol.com
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The Heart Swap 
Swapmeister: Diana Aungst 

We have another swap to enjoy!! The Heart swap. 
You can make hearts or even heart canes for this 
swap. The deadline to sign up for this swap is the 
February meeting. The exchange will be held at 
the March meeting. 

1. You must make 2 hearts for every person who 
participates in this swap and an extra set for the 
guild’s history collection. 

2. If you sign up for the swap, you are obligated to 
make the hearts. There is no backing out. 

3. Please feel free to make more hearts if you 
want to exchange or sell them with other 
fellow clay members. 

4. If you want to participate in this swap or if 
you have any questions and/or concerns over 
the swap email Diana Aungst at 

DLA1029@yahoo.com 

If you sign up for a swap- you must produce. Or you will not be allowed to participate in any future swaps with the guild. 
There are a few exceptions to this rule: Death in the family or illness. However 

family or illness. However, if these occur, the individual still has to produce for the swap. They will be given an extra 
month to complete their items. 

1. In the case that someone is not able to attend the swap, and we receive their swap items at a later date, it is the 
responsibility of those who attended the original swap to pick up those items at the next guild meeting. If these 
items are not picked up the guild may claim them and use them at their discreation.

2. A person who is not able to attend the swap, but has abided by the rules of the swap, can pick up their swap items 
no later than the next guild meeting. Otherwise, the last part of rule two will apply. 

3. If you cannot attend for the swap, you must have your items made for the swap sent or given to the swapmeister 
ahead of time. It is the swapmeister’s responsibility to provide an address/information to those in the swap to 
send their items if they may be unable to attend.

4. Each person participating in the swap should also make 1 extra item for the Guild Collection. This is not 
mandatory- 

5. Each person in the swap must include their information with the item they have created, this can be done by 
signing the piece they made or including a small card with it. Business card size to an index card size of 
information will work. 

“Rehashing” 
the Rules of the 

Swap

mailto:DLA1029@yahoo.com
mailto:DLA1029@yahoo.com
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The 2015 Bottles of Hope Awards 

The Bottles of Hope are back!!  This is a 
great program and the “Challenge” has been 
re-issued once again!!  To be in on the 
challenge you need to send in your bottles 
by February 28, 2015.  There is still plenty 
of time to get in on this challenge and any 
bottle 4” or smaller can be used.  Check out 
the link below for the information and forms 
on this event:

http://craftylink.ning.com/get-i…/polymer-clay-
adventure/boh
You can see a few examples of bottles 
that have been made for this cause here.  
But for more inspiration check out the 
Bottles of Hope on Pinterest.

http://www.pinterest.com/marji71/bottles-of-
hope/

http://craftylink.ning.com/get-i
http://craftylink.ning.com/get-i
http://www.pinterest.com/marji71/bottles-of-hope/
http://www.pinterest.com/marji71/bottles-of-hope/
http://www.pinterest.com/marji71/bottles-of-hope/
http://www.pinterest.com/marji71/bottles-of-hope/
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This is the first installment of two on my article, “3D Printing Your Own Cutters”.  I won’t actually have the 
cutters until after the deadline for the newsletter has passed due to personnel changes at the library.  For those 
of you who didn’t see my Facebook post, I went to a class this fall at the Brighton Anythink Library on designing 
things that can be 3D printed (like cookie cutters and rigid design stamps). The Brighton Library will 3D print 
objects free of charge for members with a library card.    If you have absolutely no clue  what I’m talking about, 
think of an inkjet printer or a Cricut machine that instead of ink or a blade, has basically a very small diameter, 
precise  hot glue gun that the computer program tells when and where to squeeze a couple  different types of 
plastic.  A video example of it in action making a cookie cutter is at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ioYf1BPLvis.  Because of impurities in many of the printers’ nozzles and melting temps of the plastic, many 
people claim that they are not suitable for food use.  My niece is an industrial engineering major who spent a 
month of her senior year of high school in China, and would rather use the item that is 3D printed here in the US 
to make a cookie (and clean the cutter in warm water with bleach), than the stuff she saw being made in China.  
She still shudders when asked about the trip.

For designing a cookie cutter, or any type of 3D printed object, it is usually a two program process.  There is a 
specific cookie cutter app available, if you happen to draw terrific on the fly, which I can’t.

Inkscape is my new best friend.  It is a free open-source vector based design program. There are unfortunately a 
couple Windows security updates that Inkscape won’t run if they are installed.  I’ll look into those and figure out 
exactly which ones for the next newsletter.   Although it doesn’t have as many features as Adobe Illustrator, the 
lack of those features made it a lot easier for me to learn.  In fact, I still haven’t reinstalled Illustrator (CS3 or CS4 
version) back onto my computer, but Inkscape was in the first five programs I did install.  For anything done with 
a 3D printer, you need the design to have a wall thickness.  In Inkscape, for a cookie or clay cutter  I very simply 
design the outline, change the  stroke to 1mm wide, then chose on the drop down menu to turn the stroke into a 
path.  I break the path apart, then on either the inner or outer patch, depending on which is less noticeable, I 
make that path into another 1mm stroke and break it apart again.  The reason for this is that after researching, I 
found that the 1mm path is the optimum wall thickness suggested for cutting, but the 2mm path is optimum for 
strength.  I duplicate the outer path, and tell it to outset itself a few times.  This outset path is going to be the flat 
base that you see on most plastic cookie cutters.  It keeps cutter from getting bent out of shape.  Then you save 
the .SVG file and we go into a different program.  

I am learning  Autodesk’s 123D Design.  It is NOT my favorite software program, but it is a free CAD program.  
The Brighton library requires an .STL format to print.  My issue with the 123D design is that it is incredibly slow 
to respond to mouse movement and clicks, so you end up having to do several attempts to do anything. because 
you just aren’t sure whether the command took.  Once you finally get the file zoomed, panned, and positioned  so 
that you can click on the space that is in between your inkscape paths, it is pretty easy.  You click on the area, a 
little wheel symbol pops up, you pick the extrude button, and tell it how deep you want it to extrude.   For the 
cutters I’m picking up on the 15th,  I made the cutter part 20mm,  the support wall 15mm, and the flat part 3mm 
thick.  I’ll let you know how they work.  

Oh, and just as an FYI, if you ever have issues with cookie or clay cutters not actually cutting the clay, try slicing 
the area around where you want the precise cut portion, and bring the clay up to the cutter, or just trim it with 
an craft knife.  

Happy Claying!! 

3D Printing your own Cutters (Part 1)
By Tina McDonald

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioYf1BPLvis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioYf1BPLvis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioYf1BPLvis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioYf1BPLvis
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Book Review:  Adapting Quilt Patterns to 
Polymer Clay

With Tina McDonald

As many of you know, I am a surface decoration gal, not a caning gal.   Adapting Quilt Patterns 
to Polymer Clay by Judith Skinner and Sarajane Helm is a VERY cane oriented book.  There are 
a few neat photos of tiles done with surface decoration.  We are not talking terribly forgiving 
canes either,  but the ones that even after reduction are so tiny they are still incredibly 
precisely lined up. Example: The log cabin, a nine patch (with a nine patch corner decoration), 
and Lone Star quilts. If you are a beginner,  the canes in this book would be pretty frustrating 
for you.   Also note that a couple of the quilt block canes, especially the Lone Star and 
Drunkard’s Path  would be much easier if you used the specialty extruder disks (the diamond 
and the cove molding ones).  

I kept looking at some of the designs and thinking “Wow, not for me, but Tina Holdman, Laura 
Schiller,  or Barb Harper  would do these patterns wonderfully”.   And sure enough, Barb 
Harper’s name, as well as several other former members of the MHPCG  (including Eileen 
Loring)  were  mentioned in the credits for their contributions for Sarajane’s “Miniature  
Textile Shoppe” project in the latter part of the book.  Even though this is a cane oriented book, 
those few photos of the surface designed tiles, especially the ones for Bryan Helm’s guitars 
made me want to get out the 10 lines to the inch graph paper and ruler.  (Personally I would 
probably cut the tiles after baking while they were still warm and pliable).  I don’t do any 
caning, but this book did make the ideas start to flow. 
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The 2015 
Polymer 
Clay 
Challenge

Katie Acres or 
www.katersacres.com is 
challenging all polymer 

clay artists to do a project 
a week for the next year.  
If you are interested in 

this sort of thing check it 
out at: 

http://katersacres.com/
polyclay/hints/2015-

polymer-clay-challenge/

The Color of 
the Year...

YEP!!  It’s that time of the 
year...out with the old and 
in with the new!! Last year 
it was Radiant Orchid...this 
year it’s Marsala.  Marsala 
is “naturally robust and an 
earthy wine red...”  This is 
pantone’s chosen color of 
the year.  They think it will 
be the color consumers will 
want on the products they 
buy in 2015.  

So, get out your clay people 
and make some 
“Marsala”...sounds like a 
salad or a pasta dish, 
huh?!! heheheehe!

The Mile High 
Polymer Clay 
Guild Board

President:  Clare Pramuk
Vice President:  Sue Mueller

Secretary:  Kathy Ham
Treasurer:  Sherilyn Dunn

Newletter Editor/Webmistress:  
Laura Schiller

Swapmeister/Historian:  
Diana Aungst

Programs:  Debbra Woziak
Library:  Tina Gugeler and Amy 

Broadhead

Clay Days:

Recovery Party- 
January 24, 2015

February 28, 2015

March 28, 2015

Future Events:

Recovery Party
January meeting 2015

Heart Swap
March meeting 2015

Kaleidoscope Workshop with 
Laura Schiller
April 18, 2015

http://www.katersacres.com
http://www.katersacres.com
http://katersacres.com/polyclay/hints/2015-polymer-clay-challenge/
http://katersacres.com/polyclay/hints/2015-polymer-clay-challenge/
http://katersacres.com/polyclay/hints/2015-polymer-clay-challenge/
http://katersacres.com/polyclay/hints/2015-polymer-clay-challenge/
http://katersacres.com/polyclay/hints/2015-polymer-clay-challenge/
http://katersacres.com/polyclay/hints/2015-polymer-clay-challenge/

